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ANNUAL REPORTS
OF THE
SELECTMEN,
AND
OF THE
TOWN OF PARIS
For the Year 1864-5.
The Selectmen of the town of Paris, would respectfully submit 
the following Report of the financial affairs of said town:
The inventory of the real and personal estates, represents the val­
uation of the town to be $451,702; and the number of taxable polls, 
516.
In compliance with warrants from the State and County Treasurers 
and the record of the Annual Meeting, we assessed upon the polls and
estates the following sums:
For State Tax, the sum of $6434 89
County Tax, 923 15
Support of Schools, 1700 00
Current expenses of the town, 2000 00
Payment of interest on town notes, 1300 00
Overlayings on said sums, 418 08
------------ $12^76 12
Amount assessed upon each dollar of valuation, $ ,026 
Amount assessed upon each pell, $2,00.
RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS OF THE TREASURY. 
DURING THE YEAR.
Receipts, $8100 90
Expenditures, 7956 16
Balance in Treasury, ------------ $144 74
For items of receipts ,&c , all interested are respectfully referred to 
town Record.
RESOURCES OF TREASURY.
Balance in treasury, Feb. 21, $144 74
Due on Collector’s bills of 1864, 4310 08
from State for aid furnished families of
soldiers, 1953 00
from Lee for support furnished Tucker
family above State aid, 40 00
from Norway for support of N. M. Holt, 15 00 
from Alden Bessey for money advan-
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ced city of Portland for support
of son, 125 00
-----------  $6587 82
UNPAID BILLS.
Amount due the several school Districts, $914 79 
A Black’s hill in Carman case, 36 00
Revenue stamps for notes and certificates, 25 00 
Postage paid by Selectmen and Clerk, 5 00
Rufus Farrar, damages sustained on high­
way, 25 00
Wm. R. Swan for building new road, 55 00
Damage awarded for locating same, 90 00
Perambulating town line between this town
and Hebron, Oxford and Norway, 7 00
Due Norway for erecting stone monuments, 2 50 
Due T. II. Brown for medical attendance
furnished Moses Twitchell 24 60
Balance against farm, 180 00
R. R. fare of exempts, 6000
TOWN OFFICERS’ BILLS.
Hiram Hubbard, Town Agent, 20 00
Otis C. Bolster, 1 77 00
S. P. Maxim, > Selectmen, Assessors,and 88 00
T. C. Cushman, ) Overseers of poor, 54 00
C. W. Bemis, Collector, 127 76
S. M. Newhall, Treasurer, 35 00
Henry E. Hammond, Clerk, 7 00
S. P. Maxim, 1 20 00
T. Hersey, > S. Committee, 24 25
C. Russell, ) 20 00
Total unpaid bills, ----------- - $1665 80
Balance in favor of town 4922 02
This will be considerably reduced when breaking-road bills are 
cancelled, and if the “ old orders” now secure from draft, were to 
make a raid on the Treasury, the balance would not, undoubtedly, be
worth naming.
SELECTMEN.
APPROPRIATIONS FOR SCHOOLS.
Amount raised by vote of town, $1700 00
Interest on school fund, 200 00
Received from State, 223 10
------------ $2123 10
Apportioned to the several Districts as follows:
District No. 1,
No. 2,
No. 3,
No. 4,
No. 5,
No. 6, 
No. 7, 
No. 8, 
No. 9, 
No. 10, 
No. 11, 
No. 12, 
No. 13, 
No. 14, 
No. 15, 
No. 16, 
No. 17, 
No. 18,
62 40
500 15
75 85
82 00
108 65 
189 85 
57 35 
94 30 
240 00 
102 50 
60 25 
151 70 
S3 45 
34 60 
82 00 
.82 00 
92 25X 
73 80
------------$2123 10
This gives to the smaller Districts 10 per cent, very nearly, of the 
school money, above their proportion as allowed by statute.
Amount per scholar, $2 05
STATE AID.
Amount of aid furnished families during the year 1861.
a
Under Act of March, 
186-3, from Jan. 1, to 
March 31.
Under Act of March. 
1861, from April 1 
to Dec. 31, 1864.
5. McArdle, 29 25 88 38
E. E. Lowell, 29 25 36 31
Asa Packard, 2 25
Leonard Briggs, 16 25 49 10
S. T. Lurvey, 22 75 68 74
Z. E. Sawtelle, 9 75 29 46
Charles IL Twitchell, 16 25 49 10
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Eli Aldrich, 29 25 88 38
Joseph Penley, 22 75 68 74
F. L. Berry, 19 50 58 92
Nathaniel Young, 22 75 68 74
Win. H. Downs, 22 75 7 74
Charles L. F. Howe, 9 75 29 46
Albert C. Barrows, 9 75 29 46
John Fitz, 22 75 68 74
Henry Noyes, 33 00 98 20
Sidney Farrar, 900 88 38
E. W. Murdock, 22 75 68 74
Calvin C. Cleaves, 16 25 29 46
Randall B. Morton, 1 42 49 10
Wm. L. Chase, 16 25 49 10
Freeman L, Wyman, 32 50 12 00
James F. Dammon, 16 25
Alanson Proctor, 9 31 29 46
Joseph II. Dunham, 23 13
W. C. Aldrich, 19 06
Cyrus Twitchell, 37 90
James Twitchell, 25 28
Wm. P. Dammon, 58 92
Frank Whittemore, 9 85
Ezra M. Ridlon, 78 75
John Reed, 38 25
George P. Tucker, 34 92
J. C. Lombard, 19 50
$44173 $1511 27
Total $1953 00
• LIQUOR AGENCY.
As no person in any convenient locality would accept the agency, 
that was considered suitable, we have consequently made no appoint­
ment.
BOUNTIES TO SOLDIERS.
The bounties voted, raised, and paid, to fill our quotas under the 
several calls for men, have been as follows :
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July, 22,1862, $3100 00
Sept., 1, 1862, 5160 00
July, 25, 1863, 10200 00
Nov., 12, 1863, 4740 00
Aug , 27, 1864, 10525 00
Dec., 24, 1864, 11625 00
Amounting to, $45350 00
Recruiting expenses in filling quota of August 1864. Time, 45 days,
at $2 00, 90 00
Expenses incurred, 173 00
Expenses in December call, at $1 50, 27 00
Expenses incurred, 56 50
$346 50
Total paid under the several calls, $45696 50
Amount of»town notes issued, $51035,00
“ “ “ cancelled, 6570 00
Leaving a balance against the town of, 44465 00
Which becomes due as follows :
Now due. $14315 00
May, 4, 1865, $3000 00
August, 1865, 6400 00
September, 1865, 2700 00
December, 1865, 3500 00
$15600 00
Jauuary, 1866, 450 00
February, 1866, 750 00
August, 1866, 4500 00
December, 1866, 3000 00
$8700 00
August, 1867, 3400 00
December, 1867, 1850 00
$5250 00
August, 1868, 100 00
December, 1868, 500 00
$600 00
$44465 00
Every man to whom a tc wn bounty has been paid is credited on 
the quota of Paris.
It will be seen that there is a large amount now due, and an equal 
amount due before the close of the year, while in addition, it will be 
necessary to provide means to complete the present quota.
All will understand the urgent necessity of raising a large stun of 
bounty money to cancel demands, and thereby reduce our indebted­
ness.
We suggest that the town vote to endorse on town notes, if the 
holders desire it, such proportion of their tax, as the bounty raised, is
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of the whole tax. i.e., if the money voted to eaneel debt, is one-half
of the town tax, then endorse on the notes, if the holders desire it,
one-half their tax.
TOWN FARM.
Names and ages of inmates at the town farm: •
Hepzibah Wyman, 81 years.
Lucy Ewall, 80 ••
Alvira Proctor, 53 ••
Emeline Wolcott, 54 «
Phoebe Bryant, 43 «
Eliza Cole, 59 •«
Hartwell Stevens, 43 “
Arabella C. Bancroft, 23 ••
Julia Brown, 19 “
Louella Bryant, 9 “
Prentiss M. Warren, 6 “
Loring Bryant, 3 ••
Augustus M. Bancroft, 3 <•
Patience K. Bancroft, 2 ••
Whole number of inmates, 14
Expenses connected with the poor at the town farm:
Paid Overseer, 8200 00
Additional labor, 123 00
Flour, 67 6S
Meat and fish, 45 00
Groceries, 100 00
0SELECTMEN.
Miscellaneous, 91 00
Barley, 10 00
Stock, 300 00
Blacksmith’s bill, 9 00
Medical attendance, 5 52
§961 20
CREDITS TO THE FARM.
By stock sold, §218 00
Produce, 303 00
Labor done off the farm, 127 00
State aid by way of Mrs. Proctor, (now
due,) 39 00
Cash received on account of inmate, 100 00
Balance against the farm,
EXPENSES OFF THE FARM.
Expenses incurred by Mrs. Bancroft, 47 00
“ “ “ Mrs. Thompson, 8 00
“ “ “ Moses Twitchell, 24 GO
“ “ “ Transient paupers, 13 50
-------------§93 10
Ba5ance against the town for support of poor on and off the
farm, §273 30
Schedule of stock and provisions, &c., on town far.n: 
2 oxen, 5 years old.
2 oxen, 4 “
6 cows.
2 heifers, 3 years old. 
4 two-years-olds.
4 one-year-old.
2 shoats.
40 fowls.
33 bushels corn.
4 bushels wheat.
30 bushels oats.
8 bushels beans.
210 bushels potatoes.
300 lbs. clear pork.
300 lbs. hams and shoulders.
J bbl. beef.
10 lbs. candles.
45 lbs. dried apple.
45 lbs. lard.
100 lbs grease.
1 bbl. flour.
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The family on the farm has more than doubled during the year, 
—from 6 to 14. One barrel of pork laid down by former over­
seer proved worthless, and the best disposition possible made of it is 
seen in the item above. The grain crop was light, as all farmers 
understand. Thus it will be seen that the support of the family 
created a large bill.
A large field pastured heretofore wras mown, increasing the ex­
pense for help in haying, but keeping one-fourth to one-third more 
stock. The stock looks twenty-five per cent, better than one year 
ago. Mr. Field has earned the town, “ off the farm,” by teaming, 
&e., the past winter a large sum, as will be seen in the bill, which 
is nearly so much gain. We arc satisfied with the management of 
the farm, and that the interests of the town and the farm have 
been well cared for.
We commend Mrs. Field for the faithful performance of the 
arduous duties devolving upon her. It is a difficult and thankless 
position for a woman; and we do not feel that we overstep the 
bounds of duty in giving a model housekeeper an honorable men­
tion.
ROADS AND BRIDGES.
In addition to the money tax we aiso assessed upon polls and 
estates for the
Repairs of roads and bridges, $4,000 00
Overlay, 142 00
------------- 4142 00
Amount received by way of the 65 per cent, payments
on road tax, $773 48
Amount paid for repairs of roads in the several
districts $466 00
Building bridge near Willis’ mill, 120 00
Repairing bridge, West Paris, 100 00
Plank and and joist for bridges, 157 20
Repairs on Stony Brook bridge, 36 00
------------  880 20
Balance against the town, 105 72
In addition large cash bills will be presented for breaking roads 
the present winter.
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It is not tha intention of the Board to find fault with the pres­
ent system of repairing roads, and we trust we have heard the 
thousand-and-one calls, and borne the perplexities incident thereto, 
with a tolerable degree of equanimity; but we think it would be 
difficult to devise a worse system, in its practical werking-,—one 
that will occasion greater trouble and perplexity to the Selectmen, 
—poorer roads, (none at all in the winter in some cases,) and at 
greater cost.
The argument that every dollar paid into the treasury is worth 
two of road money may be true, and it is now equally true that for 
every dollar paid in, two dollars are drawn out.
Bear in mind, this system was adopted when labor was not mon­
ey, for every days work, and it allowed tax payers to turn in such 
as they had, money or labor. The theory may be just as good now. 
but the practical working is just the opposite. Labor now is mon­
ey, because the demand is greater than the supply.
Formerly we could hire our tax worked out for fifty or sixty 
cents on the dollar, now the men arc few that will labor for cash 
for what is allowed per day (1 25) on a road tax.
A, that gets his $1 50 per day and then pays his 65 cts. percent­
age cancels 2 30 of his road tax, while B, works out only 1 25.
A, B and C, refuse to break the roads at road rates, because 
they get but half price for their labor; so somebody must break 
the roads and the town, as the result, pays a cash bill at the pres­
ent rates of labor.
Again, our road tax is, $4000 00.
The 65 cent per centage reduces it to a cash value of $2600 
were all to pay in.
It will hardly be disputed that $1800, in cash will secure equal­
ly good roads.
Then the tax payer would pay his proportion of 1800
Now the cash tax payer would pay his proportion of, 2600 
And the laboring tax payer would pay his proportion of, $4000
Thus the cash tax payer, now pays one-third more than he other­
wise would, and the laboring tax payer, double.
Well fellow-townsmen consider the matter and devise some plan 
that will secure better roads with less trouble and expense.
O. C. BOLSTER, ) Selectmen
S. P. MAXIM, I of
T. 0. CUSHMAN,) Paris.
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The Annual Report of the Public Schools is hereby submitted: 
DISTRICT NO I. (BOLSTER DISTRICT.)
William W. Hardy, Agent.
Summer Term—School visited June 7th and July 22d ; length 
of school, 38 days; number of scholars, 30 ; number registered, 
15; average attendance, 13; teacher, Miss Addie C.Thomas; wa­
ges per week, §1,50 ; board given. This was her first attempt at 
teaching, but she acquitted herself well and kept a profitable school, 
and all were satisfied.
Winter Term—School visited Nov. 29 and Feb. 18 ; length of 
school, 56 days ; number registered, 19; average attendance, 16 ; • 
wages of A. F. Harris, $15, O. B. Rawson, $20—board given. 
This school had two teachers during the term. Mr. A. F. Harris 
kept 27 days when, by request of the district he left. It being 
his first school, he failed to secure the obedience of the scholars at 
first, and so lost all control. Mr. Otis B. Rawson kept the re­
mainder of the term, with his usual success, and the school made 
rapid progress. The mental exercises, at our last visit were of a 
superior character.
DISTRICT NO. II. (SOUTH PARIS.)
Horace N. Bolster, Agent.
Primaby Department—Summer Term—school visited May 24 
and August 5 ; length of school 65 days; number of scholars reg­
istered 54 ; average attendance43 ; teacher, Mary E. Webber; 
taught 12 Schools before; wages $5,00 including board. Miss 
Webber succeeded in managing this department with a good de­
gree of success.
SCHOOL COMMITTEE. II
Winter Term—school visited Dee. 3d, and Feb’y. 16th.; length 
of school 66 days; number registered 57 ; average attendance 44; 
teacher, Miss Francetta A Woodbury; taught 4 school before; 
wages $2,50, board $2,50. Miss Woodbury exhibited a good 
deal of tact and skill in managing this school, securing order and 
obedience, as far as possible in a school of this kind, and also win­
ning the affections of her pupils to a wonderful degree. A very 
marked progress was noticed in every scholar.
Intermediate Department—Summer Term—school visited May 
24 and Aug. 5; length of school 66 days; number registered 
39; average attendance 34 ; teacher, Miss 0. D. Burnham ; taught 
29 schools before; wages $3,50, board $2,00. Miss Burnham 
has very few equals as a teacher. She is well qualified, thorough, 
and systematic in her instructions, awakening in the mind of the 
most indifferent scholar, a love for his studies. She secured im­
plicit obedience to her rules, and also the respect and love of all 
her pupils.
Winter Term—school visited Dec. 3d and Feb. 16th.; length 
of school 65 days; number registered 50; average attendance 42; 
teacher, Miss Mary E. Webber ; taught 13 schools before; wages 
$5,50 including board. Miss Webber did not succeed as well as 
usual this term. A few refractory boys made her much trouble, 
and their disobedience and ill behavior generally, seemed to infect 
the whole school, and a good deal of disorder prevailed at its close.
Grammar Department—Summer Term—school visited May, 
24th and Aug. 5th; length of school 64 days; number registered 
42; average attendance 30; teacher, Miss Julia O. White; taught 
9 schools before; wages $4 25; board, $2 00. Miss White did 
not succeed so satisfactorily this term as usual. Whether it was 
for want of effort on the part of the teacher, or for want of inter­
est and regular attendance on the part of scholars, is not certain. 
Perhaps it was both.
Winter Term—school visited Dec. 3d and Feb. 17th; length of 
school 66 days; number registered, 55; average attendance 43; 
teacher, Webster Woodbury; taught 8 schools before; wages $30; 
board $3 75. Mr. Woodbury is a laborous and thorough teacher,
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33 was very apparent on examination day, at the close of the term. 
Every scholar seemed to understand what they had been over dur­
ing the terra. There were 14 in Algebra in this school, and every 
scholar attends to Mathematics and Grammar. There are also 
classes in Astronomy, Philosophy, Rhetoric, History, Physiology, 
Book-keeping, &c. Mental analysis in all the departments of this 
school, is practiced largely, as they should be in all our public 
schools.
DISTRICT NO. III. (WEBBER DISTRICT).
Henry R. Webber, Agent.
Summer Term—school visited June 3d, and July loth; length 
of school 50 days ; scholars in district 34; number registered 30; 
average attendance 26; teacher, Miss Viola N. Webber; taught 5 
schools before; wages $2; board, 1 25. The discipline of the 
school and the deportment of the scholars were good, and the im­
provement satisfactory.
Winter Term—school visited Dec. 8th; length of school 391 
days; number registered 30 ; average attendance 25 ; teacher, J. H. 
Morse; taught 18 schools before; wages $27; board $1 50. Mr. 
Morse has an enviable reputation as a teacher. Scholars under 
his tuition must understand what they go over, and cannot help 
making advancement with ordinary diligence.
DISTRICT NO. IV. (BISCO.)
Virgil D. Rawson, Agent.
Summer Term—school visited June 7th, and July 15th; length 
of school 43 days; scholars in district 38; number registered 18 ; 
average attendance 16; teacher, LorcndaC. Young; taught 3 schools 
before; wages $1 75; board ,95. It is a sufficient commendation 
of Miss Young as a teacher, that she is so frequently employed in 
the district where she has always lived.
Winter term—school visited Dec. 1st and 27th; length of school 
37 J days; number registered 20; average attendance 17 ; teacher, 
Otis B. Rawson; taught 13 schools before; wages $26; board $150. 
We would like to see all our public schools, having teachers as well
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qualified, and as interested in their vocation as Mr, Rawson. They 
certainly could but be elevated in morals and intelligence.
DISTRICT NO. V. (PORTER )
School visited June 15th, and Aug. 24th ; present 25 and 15. 
Quite successful.
Winter Term—school visited Jan. 4 ; number present 34 ; num­
ber registered 38 ; teacher, Loraine P. Willis. This school ap­
peared well when visited and promised to be a profitable term.
DISTRICT NO. VI. (WEST PARIS )
C. W. Field, Agent.
School visited May 18, and July 22d ; number present 55 and 
41; length of school 60 days ; teacher Henrietta D. Cole ;• number 
of scholars registered 66; average attendance 54; not absent dur­
ing the term 6; not tardy 19. Considered a very good school.
Winter Term—school visited 2d week and last; number present 
65 and 61; length of school 60 days; teacher Wm. M. Brooks 
number registered 70; average attendance 60, The good reputa­
tion of the teacher was sustained, and the school proved a success.
DISTRICT NO. VII. (HALL DISTRICT.
John M. McKenney, Agent.
School visited Oct, 17 and Nov. 25; length of school 77 days; 
scholars in district, 28 : number registered 22; average attend­
ance 18 ; teacher, Miss Rose McKenney; taught 5 schools before: 
wages $3,25, board 82,00. The summer and winter terms wore 
combined in one, in this school, and with a new and pleasant 
school-houso finely located, and such a teacher as Miss McKenney, 
the school might be expected to make good proficiency, as it cer­
tainly did. She gave the best satisfaction and speaks in the high­
est terms of her scholars. Under such instructors for the future, 
this school will commence a new career.
DISTRICT NO. VIII. (KING.)
Wm. O. King, Agent.
Summer Term—number of scholars in District, 40; registered
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25; average attendance 23; length of school 55 days; teacher 
Josephine L. Boynton ; wages $2,00, board $1,35. We consider 
this one of our best schools. Good order and progression were 
points worthy of note. This teacher has received favorable men­
tion in our reports heretofore, and her superiority as a teacher is 
becoming better known and appreciated.
Winter Term—Length of school 44 days ; teacher, Luther H. 
Maxim; wages $24,00; number of scholars registered 32 ; aver­
age attendance 27. This school was characterized by thorough­
ness. Good order was mutually sustained. The teachers’ earnest 
endeavors to make the term a profitable one was appreciated by 
the school, and success as a natural result followed. We consider 
the teacher’s services valuable to the district and the school very 
creditable to the teacher.
DISTRICT NO. IX. (HILL DISTRICT.)
J. R. HuTcniNsox, AgcnL
Primary—Length of school 66 days; teacher, Alice A. Kim­
ball ; number of scholars registered 37 ; average attendance 28. 
This was the teacher’s second term in this school, and the selection 
proved a wise one. The school appeared well. It is believed en­
tire satisfaction was given, and the teacher should receive her 
meed of praise, “well done.”
Upper Department—Length of school 66 days; teacher, Mary 
F. Holmes; number of scholars registered 28 ; average 21. The 
higher branches were pursued to considerable extent. The teacher 
remarks that tardiness was the chief fault, but succeeded in reme­
dying it considerably, by making the first exercises in each half 
day interesting to all. Were this adopted by our teachers to a 
greater extent, it would do more to secure prompt attendance, than 
any tirade that could be written. Success is the teacher’s best 
praise.
Winter Term—Primary department—length of school 00 days ; 
number registered 00 ; average attendance 00. This teacher is 
diligent and persevering, and will by effort, obtain that spirit of
/
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the teacher that infuses a little more life into the exercises of the 
school-room.
Grammar Department—length of school 00 days; teacher, J. 
F. Moody ; number of scholars registered 00 ; average attendance 
00. This is considered a very pleasant and profitable term. Mr. 
Moody came well recommended as a successful teacher, and fully 
sustained his reputation.
DISTRICT NO X. (PARTRIDGE DISTRICT )
Summer Term—length of school 11 A weeks; teacher, Helen S. 
Stetson; number of scholars registered 27 ; average attendance 22.
Winter term—length of school 44 days ; teacher, Albion B. An­
drews; number of scholars registered 37 ; average attendance 26. 
This was the teacher’s first term of school, but his honest endeavors 
to promote the welfare of the school were nobly seconded by his 
scholars and the success was very creditable to all.
DISTRICT NO. XI. (STEARNS DISTRICT )
S. Porter Stearns, Agent.
Summer Term—length of school, 50 days ; teacher, Jennette K. 
Stearns ; number of scholars registered, Il; average attendance 9. 
Considered a profitable school.
Winter Term—teacher, Edmund Cole; number registered, 13 ; 
average attendance 10; school visited Dec. 14, and Jan. 19 ; num­
ber present 9 and 10. School appeared well.
DISTRICT NO. XII. (NORTH PARIS DISTRICT.) 
Solomon Chase, Agent.
School visited Dec. 14, and Jan. 19; present 32 and 24; teach­
er, Jennie M. Bisbee; number of scholars registered, 37 ; average 
attendance 28. Miss Bisbee completed this term with her usual 
good success.
Winter Term—length of school, 11 weeks; teacher, Seth Ben­
son ; number of scholars registered, 52 ; average attendance 40 ; 
wages §29. This is the second term of Mr. Benson in this school. 
His services as a teacher are appreciated and success invariably 
crowns his efforts.
✓
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DISTRICT NO. XIII. (TUBBS DISTRICT.)
Wm. McKenney, Agent.
There was but one term in this district; length of school 50 days; 
teacher, J. F. King; number of scholars registered, 10; average 
attendance, 9; wages §14. This was Mr. King’s first school. 
Though the school was small, the great diversity of school books 
made more labor for the teacher than many schools of twice the 
size. The teacher tried hard to advance the school and those who 
appreciated his efforts, made rapid progress.
DISTRICT NO. XIV. (MOUNTAIN DISTRICT )
J. A. Kino, Agent.
There was but ono term in this district; length of school, 66 
days ; teacher, Ellen E. Maxim ; number of scholars registered, 11; 
average attendance, 9. This teacher has been employed in this 
school several successive terms, and fully sustained herself to the 
close. This district has succeeded admirably in monopolizing the 
services of one of our best teachers.
DISTRICT NO. XV. (WHITTEMORE DISTRICT.) 
James Merrill, Agent.
Length of school, 33 days; teacher, Charlotte E. Matthews; 
number registered, 26 ; average 18.
Winter Term—length of school, 66 days ; teacher, Charlotte E. 
Matthews; numher registered 28; average 20. These were the teach­
er’s first s;hools. Though young she has sustained he.-self remark­
ably well. Her services in the summer term were so sitisfactory 
that there was a general wish to retain her in the winter school. 
It was with some reluctance that the request was acceded to. A 
more critical and advanced course of study will give the teacher 
greater iffloicncy.
DISTRICT NO. XVI. (TUELL DISTRICT.)
Henry M. Tlell, Agent.
Teacher, IzahT. Howe; length of school, 44 days; number of 
scholars registered, 18; average attendance, 14. This was Miss 
Howe’s first school, and was very creditable to even an experien. 
ced teacher,
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Winter Term—N. Johnson Cushman, teacher ; length of school, 
53 days; number registered, 31; average attendance, 25, This 
was the teacher’s first term of school and was a very good begin­
ning.
DISTRICT NO. XVH. (FOBES DISTRICT.)
B. B. Dennen, Agent.
Teacher—Columbia D. Bradford; length of school, 50 days; 
number scholars registered, 24 ; average attendance, 18. Very 
good satisfaction was given and the school was considered profit­
able.
Winter Term—teacher, Laverna Bryant; length of school, 50 
days; number registered, 24; average attendance, 18. The teach­
er was faithful in the discharge of her duties and its management 
and progress highly satisfactory.
DISTRICT NO. XVIII. (HOLLOW DISTRICT.) 
Wellington S. Dudley, Agent.
Summer Term—length of school, 65 days ; teacher, Carrie F. 
Maxim; number of scholars registered, 31; average attendance, 21.
Winter Term—length of school 44 days; teacher, Carrie F. 
Maxim; wages S3 ; number registered, 36; average attendance, 
27. This is the fourth school in size, in town. The employment 
of the same teacher in the winter term, indicates an appreciation 
of the teacher’s services. The success of the winter term shows 
that experienced female teachers may succeed in our winter schools 
when the popular sentiment of the district sustains them, beside 
securing to the district a longer term than by employing young, in­
experienced males.
TEACHERS AND PARENTS
Complaints have often been made to us of the want of co-opera­
tion on the part of parents with the teachers in securing regular 
and prompt attendance of their children at school. Now in our 
opinion, if parents would only do their duty, and feel that interest 
which they ought to feel, to have their children at school every day 
of the term and to have them there in season, and also to enjoin
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upon them unqualified obedience to the rules and regulations of 
the school, in our judgement one great obstacle in the way of the 
advancement of our schools would be removed, and the teachers 
would have much less trouble in government, and see much more 
satisfactory results in the progress of their scholars. Another 
thing would be highly beneficial to our schools and very pleasing 
to teachers and that is the frequent visits of parents to the school­
room. They could then judge for themselves better of the profita­
bleness of teachers and perhaps sympathise with and encourage 
them more than they now do.
Another thing: parents often furnish their children with such 
books as are entirely unsuited to their capacity, when, if they 
would consult the teacher about the matter and take his advice, the 
evil might be avoided.
SCHOOL HOUSES.
It is with pleasure we report one more good School House in 
Paris. The Hall District (No. 7,) has changed the location and 
fitted up a very neat, comfortable and commodious house. This 
had long been the worst thing in town called a school-house, but 
by the wise consideration of the district, they have placed them­
selves in a position to secure the full benefit of our free school sys­
tem. We regret there are any more left of the same sort. Allow 
us to hint that the “Honors” so lately worn by No. 7 are tendered 
to the Hollow District (No. 17.) May they bear their blushing 
honors briefly.
The improvement in School Houses in Paris within the last few 
years, is such, that all our citizens may well feel proud, and with 
but few exceptions will compare favorably with any section of the 
State.
SCHOOL BOOKS
School Books adopted and passed into general use in town, dur­
ing the year.
Quackenbos’ Primary Grammar.
Quackenbos’ English Grammar.
Cornell’s Primary Geography.
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Cornell’s Grammar School Geography.
Cornell’s High School Geography.
Quackenbos’ Histories.
Town and Holbrook’s Progressive Speller.
CONCLUSION.
In conclusion we congratulate our townsmen on the success of 
our school during the year Agents have generally been fortunate 
in their selections—the right teachers being employed in the right 
places. More female teachers have been employed in our winter 
schools during the year than formerly, and with uniform success. 
The motive no doubt is a pecuniary one. The female teacher can 
be hired cheaper thus securing to the district a longer term.
In view of dollars and cents this is good Yankee logic, but this 
project of economy develops an important fact, that the chances of 
success are in favor of the well qualified and bkillful female teach­
er. Where the sentiment of the district sustains her, discipline is 
easily secured. Teaching with a large majority of young men is 
only a stepping stone to some profession, and in many instances re­
sorted to as a means of working their way through College.
Were the popular sentiment more in favor of employing female 
teachers and rewarding them liberally where they had made suita­
ble proficiency, there would be many that now find employment in 
various positions, that would make teaching a profession, by avail­
ing themselves of a thorough course in our State Normal School, 
where they would recieve the aid of skillful teachers in acquiring 
a knowledge of the branches to be taught, and the best methods of 
imparting that knowledge to others. Let our young women avail 
themselves of a Normal course, and the change of sentiment now 
taking place, will open the school house door to whomsoever best 
can work, best can serve.
Although war calls largely on our resources and we work and 
wait with anxious solicitude for the dawn of peace, let us cherish 
our free schools, remembering that the diffusion of intelligence is 
the corner stone of American liberty, which is now growing broad­
er and firmer as that other corner stone, slavery and ignorance, 
crumbles to dust. Let us cherish our free school system and re­
joice that the day is dawning that shall proclaim it the institution 
of our whole country.
S. P. MAXIM, 1 S. S. Committee
T. HERSEY, S of
C. RUSSELL, ) Paris.
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